46             The Veddnta Philosophy.

the spider who with the utmost intelligence draws
the threads of its wonderful net out of its own
body.1 What he meant was of course no more
than an illustration that should help his pupil
to understand what was meant by Brdhman being
at the same time the material and the efficient
cause of the web of the created world. But what
has been the consequence ? Some of the earliest
missionaries related that the god of the Brahmans
was a large black spider sitting in the centre of
the universe, and creating the world by drawing
it out like threads from its own body.

Comparisons, you see, are dangerous things,
unless they are used cautiously, and though the
Upanishads abound with poetical metaphors we
shall see that no one could have availed himself
of these philosophical similes with greater caution
than 6ankara, the author of the classical work on
the Vedanta philosophy.